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TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 1875. 


Peter BuTTeRFIELD, TREASURER, to town of Dunbarton, 


March 1, 1876, 


To cash in town treasury, March 1, 1875, 

To amount of town note, principal and interest to 
March 1, 1875, 

Town, county, state, school, and non-resident high- 
way taxes, 

Railroad tax, 

Savings bank tax, 

Literary money, 

Dog tax, 

Interest on town note, 

Interest on deposit in savings bank for 11 months, 

Cash received for town hail, 

Received of W. H. Alexander, for burial lot in Hast 
Cemetery, 

Amount due on collections of O. P. Wilson for 1874, 


-Cr. 
March 1, 1876. 
By amount of town note, principal and interest, 
State tax paid, 
County. tax paid, 
Paid to school districts, 
Cash deposited in savings bank, with interest, 
Amount of orders and receipts, 
Amount of cash in treasury, 


Dr. 
$644.55 


212.00 


3,000.88 
304.90 
981.95 

89.01 
64.00 
12.72 
36.80 

6.75 


10.00 
894.42 


nd 


$6,257.98 


$6,257.98 


March 1, 1876. 


The undersigned have examined the foregoing accounts, and 


find them correctly cast and duly vouched. 
DANIEL H. PARKER, 


DAVID SARGENT, Auditors. 


THOMAS W. KIMBALL, 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT FOR 1875. 


Whole amount of money tax assessed, including non- 


resident, highway, dog, and school money, for 


hae 
1875, 
State tax, 
County tax, 
School money, 


SCHOOL MONEY. 
District No. 1, 


2 
3 
4 
74 b, 
6 
ri 
8 


9 
“ 10, 
11 


$3,000.88 
1,260.00 
1,126.80 
1,233.87 


$56.75 
195.01 
98.10 
173.52 
113.77 
158.22 
101.64 
101.79 
65.97 
72.90 
96.30 


ORDERS GIVEN BY THE SELECTMEN FoR 1875. 


Oliver P. Wilson, treasurer, 

William H. Stinson, town-clerk, 

John C. Mills, selectman, 

John O. Merrill, “ 

Isaac P. Clifford, “ 

William E. Spear, superintending school committee, 


Daniel H. Parker, auditor, é 
Oliver Bailey, Jr., “ 
David Sargent, ae 


S. B. Hammond, moderator, 
John C. Mills, road agent, 1874, 
Oliver ve Wilson, collector, 1874, 
ft 1875, 

i repairs on town-house, 1874, 
H. E. Ryder, for stationery, &c., 
Oliver P. Wilson, care of town-house, 1874, 
A. F. Carr, for return of births, 


$12.00 
24.00 
82.75 
27.00 
38.25 
50.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
4.00 
5.00 
20.00 
19.50 
1.30 
23.00 
4.00 
TO - 


William H. Stinson, for distributing surveyors’ warrants 


and collecting the old ones, for 1873 and 1874, 


3.00 
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H. E. Ryder, for town pump and fixings, $13.20 
' blanks and invoice books, 12.00 
cf furniture for room in town-house, 30.00 
John Greer, mason work, rf 9.00 
Oliver P. Wil son, material and labor on room in town- 
house, 22.71 
Lewis Wilson, tending mason, room in town-house, 4.50 
George O. Waite, lumber, labor, and expense in room in 
town-house, 19.96 
John Nute, for work on room in town-house, 17.00 
Oliver P. Wilson, care of town-house, election of 1875, 3.50 
Walter H. Wilson, for discontinuing cattle pass, 20.00 
John C. Mills, services as road agent, 1875, 21.50 
Oliver P. Wilson, deed of Heath place and having same 
recorded, 1.00 
George O. Waite, auction bills for Heath place and attend- 
ing sale of same, 2.00 
Henry L. Burnham, deed for lot, Kast Cemetery, 00 
Hf. EK. Ryder, paid Cross and Burnham for services and 
counsel in Heath property, 7.66 


ORDERS GIVEN FOR FURNISHING WATER ON HIGHWAYS FOR 
1874 ann 1875, 


Wm. C. Stinson, 1875, $1.50 


John C. Mills, ee 3.00 
H. L. Burnham, “* 2.00 
Stephen Hammond, 1874 and 1875, 2.00 
David 8. Ferson, . 4.00 
ORDERS GIVEN FOR SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 
George O. Waite, $8.00 
_ Charles Brown, 3.00 
John R. Emerson, for Miss Charlotte Stark, 4.00 
ORDERS -FOR LABOR ON HIGHWAYS. | 
William Hazeltine, labor on cattle pass on new road, $24.50 
Avery Saunders, labor on Alexander Hill, 2.25 
Gree & Richards, labor on highway, and ov er-tax, 3.09 
John Webber, labor on highway District No. 16, 3.50 ~ 
Walter G. Clough, labor on Jameson Hill, 5.00 
Charles Brown, “damage to plow on highway, 1874, 3.00 
Amsden Barnard, labor on highway, and breaking roads 
1874 and 1875, 42.41 


Thomas C. Ryder, breaking roads and shovelling drifts, 15.00 


ORDERS FOR LUMBER FOR BRIDGE. 


H. E. Ryder, for lumber, 


$15.71 


Benjamin Page, for lumber for repairing bridge near 


>. : 
Page’s mill, 
ORDERS FOR OVER-TAX. 


Benjamin Page, over-tax, 1874, 

Otis E. Whipple, ov er-tax, 1874, 

Van Buren Martin, “ 

John M. Bailey, a 1875, 
Nathaniel H. Wheeler, over-tay, 1810, 
Thomas 8. Wilson, 


ORDERS FOR ILLEGAL TAX, 


Joseph Huse, for 1875, 
Alfred Poor, non-resident, 1872, 


ORDERS FOR ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


John Webber, for 1873, 
Thomas Johnson, for 1874, 
Charles 8. Greeley, for 1874, 

C. G. B. Ryder, ‘i 

Charles D. Gile, for 1875, 
Josiah Heath, a 

John Johnson, a 

George A. Buntin, “ 

_ John D. Houlihan, for dog tax, 


EXPENSES OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Paid Laura Buzzell, 
Frank Mount, for assistance to paupers, 
L. N. Barnard, for board of Josiah Heath, 
David T. Heath, for board of county paupers, 
Amount due Laura Buzzell, 
66 for board of J osiah Heath, 


Total, 


Due from the county, $81.00 


10.09 


$3.37 
97 
7.08 
2.27 
1.00 
1.57 


$6.50 
23.22 


—— 


$187.00 


&“ Heath estate, 56.00-———$137.00 
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OUTSTANDING BILLS AGAINST THE TOWN. 


Peter Butterfield, treasurer, 
William H. Stinson, town-clerk, 
Harris E. Ryder, service as selectman, 


George O. Waite, $6 

Oliver Bailey, Jr., "f : 

William E. Spear, service as superintendent of 
schools, 

Daniel H. Parker, auditor, 

David Sargent, A 


Thomas W. Kimball, “ 

George O. Waite, for order boa and town officer, 

John Y. Mugridge, counsel for the town in road 
case, 1874 and 1875, 

Expenses of printing town reports, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Cash in treasury, 
W. B. Burnham’s note, with interest, 
Cash deposited in savings bank, with interest, 


Total, 
Outstanding bills against the town, 


Balance in favor of the town, 
Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE O. WAITE, 
OLIVER BAILEY, JR., 


——— oe 


$1,076.92 


$12.00 
26.00 
104.50 
89.00 
88.00 


50.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
3.79 


146.00 
30.00 


$550.25 


$067.65 
224.72 
839.80 


$1,632.17 


505.25 


Selectmen of 
Dunbarton. 
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Town oF Dunparton to Harris E. Rypsr, for 


services as selectman, Dr. 
1875. 
April. To 12 days taking inventory, and making 
taxes, $24.00 
two half days pauper business, Jameson 
family, 2.00 
two half days pauper business, Josiah 
Heath, 2.00 
May. one half day on road business, 1.00 
July. one day at Manchester on town business, 2.00 
Sept. one day at Concord on county business, 2.00 
drawing jurors, 75 
cash paid out, 2.79 
Oct. 23 days appraising real estate, and mak- 
ing report, 57.50 
recording, &e., 6.60 
Nov. one day on town line, D. and G., 2.00 
Dec. | drawing jurors, and revising juror box, 1.00 
1876. 
Feb. making warrant and check-list, 1.50 
$104.50 
Town or Dunparton to GrorcEe O. Waits, for services as 
selectman, Dr. 
1875. 
April. To five days taking inventory, $10.00 
six days making taxes, 12.00 
half day on pauper business, 1.00 
Sept. 22% days appraising real estate, 56.25 
Nov. one day perambulating Dunbarton and Goffs- 
town line, 2.00 
Dee. drawing jurors and regulating juror-box, 1.00 
1876. 
Feb. half day making warrant and check-list, 1.00 
March. one day at town treasurer’s, 2.0( 
one day making town report, 2.00 
drawing jurors, oli 
half day revising check-list, 1. 


$89.0. 
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Town oF DuNBARTON to OtiverR BatILey, JR., for services as 


selectman, Dr. 
1875. 
April. To twelve days taking inventory and making 
taxes, $24.00 
Sept. twenty days appraising real estate, 50.00 
Nov. one day on road business, 2.00 
one day perambulating Dunbarton and Goffs- 
town line, 2.00 
Dec. drawing jurors and regulating jury-box, 1.00 
1876. 
Feb. half day making warrant and check-list, 1.00 
March. one day at town treasurer’s, 2.00 
one day making town report, 2.00 
half day revising check-list, 1.00 
one day looking up pauper account and get- 
ting town reports printed, 2.00 


half day attending sale of Heath property, 1.00 


$88.00 


Town or Dunparron to WitiiAm H. Stinson, for services 


as town-clerk, Dr. 
1875. 
March. ‘To two days at annual meeting, $4.00 
notifying and qualifying town officers, 1.50 
April. assisting about enrollment, and recording 
the same, 10 
May. recording and making returns of births 
and deaths, 6.25 
three drawings, and notifying jurors, &c., 4.50 
postage and stationery, 1.00 
recording town business, 8.00 
$26.00 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 


The report for this year does not differ materially from that 
of the last year. The condition of a body of schools may vary 
but little from year to year, while that of a single school may 
be very much different. In one district, this year, there may be 
a lively interest in education; in another, there may be but 
little interest ;—a year, however, may change the character of 
these two districts, and that which to-day is weak may become 
strong, and that which to-day is strong may become weak. 
Weaknesses in schools are sometimes like weaknesses in one’s 
limbs,—changing from one member to another, while the gen- 
eral tone of the body is not greatly altered. 

Why, it may be asked, should a school show this fluctuating 
condition,—now strong, and then lifeless? ‘There is a cause for 
this; and that cause, I think, lies in the frequent changing of 
teachers. Perhaps it’ is unavoidable; perhaps it is not. A 
teacher who has been employed for one term, unless he proves 
uncommonly apt, too many times is not allowed a second trial— 
is not allowed to correct himself in the same school-room, and 
with the same scholars, but is quietly left out in the cold, or 
taken as a last choice to fill some other place. Men are obliged 
to content themselves with defects in some of their other selec- 
tions, but a teacher, many times, must be as perfect to them the 
first time trying, a8 after some experience. Perhaps an idea 
prevails that teaching is not subject to any growth, and that 
teachers ought to spring, already equipped, into experience, 
judgment, and a large share of common sense. There is too 
much left to chance, too little provision made in the selection 
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of them. A new prudential committee, and it follows, as the 
“night the day,” a new set of teachers. Why, it requires 
quite an able teacher to remember the names of all the scholars 
in a large school for the short space of eight or ten weeks, 
letting alone the learning of their dispositions and habits. A 
common teacher, even a poor one, well encouraged, placed over 
a school with the honest intention of building it up, selected 
term after term, and allowed to work where he knows and is 
known, will accomplish more than he who is called brilliant, 
and is continually running from place to place. An incessant 
rotation of teachers is no better than an incessant rotation of 
fathers and mothers. Stability here, as elsewhere, is necessary 
for success. The certainty of a small gain inspires interest, 
and is a greater incentive to labor than any uncertainty, how- 
ever pleasing. This principle obtains in matters of education 
asin matters of wealth. The lottery system is no more suc- 
cessful here than in other places. Better is a bad system, so 
that it be fixed, than a fluctuating and uncertain one. I would 
suggest, then, that teachers be retained as far as possible in the 
same schools, unless they are thoroughly incapable, and, if there 
be any rivalry in selecting teachers, it be transferred to the 
more laudable purpose of seeing who shall best support the one 
already: selected. 

I am pleased to report some improvement in the general 
condition of the schools. This would follow, if not from the 
efforts of those who teach and ought to inspire them, from the 
increasing attention shown on the part of parents and the com- 
munity at large. In these times parents are awake to the wants 
of the youth in this direction, and, fortunately, some of the 
strongest encouragements for scholars to work and improve 
eome from their homes,—some receiving so good a start and so 
much help there, that they no more need teaching than a man 
needs mittens on a summer’s day. 

During the year I have introduced a new arithmetic into the 
schools,—“ Hagar’s Common School.” This change was made, 
not because it excels the arithmetics heretofore used, but that 
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there might be uniformity of text-books. Much difficulty has 
been occasioned by having several classes, equally advanced, 
using a different book, when these classes could much better 
study one and the same lesson. 

I notice by the reports from the different teachers an increase 
in the number of visitors. This is gratifying, and shows the 
presence of sympathy with school work; it also shows an ad- 
vance from the idea which has been practically held, that 
children were sent to school only to be kept out of the way 
at home. 

{ would call your attention to the report of individual schools: 


District No. 1 ( Colby). 


Both terms were taught by Miss Nettie I. Woodbury. The 
scholars in this district are willing to work. They need but 
little oversight in the way of government, being well disposed 
and orderly. The teacher says that one had passed through 
the term with no imperfect lesson. Miss Woodbury is a good 
scholar, and conscientious in her work. 


District No. 2 ( Meeting-House). 


First term taught by Miss Emma L. Hammond. Miss Ham- 
mond is one of the regular teachers in this town, and has ac- 
quired proficiency in the art of teaching. She was interested 
in her work, and the scholars were interested in her way of 
teaching. She had her usual success. 

The second term was taught by Mr. Natt L. Ryder. This 
was Mr. Ryder’s first experience in teaching. He was very 
much liked by all of the scholars, who readily seconded his 
plans. The examination, as I learned from those present, passed 
off nicely, the declamations on that occasion being especially 
well received. 

District No. 3 (Stark). 

The first term was taught during the summer by Miss Amelia 
FE. White. Miss White was successful here. This is a very 
small school; and, as there is no difficulty whatever in the goy- 
ernment, the teacher has all the time for dave instruction. Her 
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sister, Miss Nellie M. White, taught during the winter. Miss 
Nellie White has taught several terms, and always with much 
credit to the district. We should be glad to have her employed 
again. 

District No. 4 ( Waite). 

Miss Ella Mills was employed here during the summer. The 
school was quite small, not more than half of the district attend- 
ing during this term. The examination at the end of the school 
was very good, showing that there had been good attention paid 
to all of the studies. Miss Mills is an experienced teacher, and 
has the faculty of “drawing out” the scholars. 

Mr. William Warner taught part of the winter term. Mr. 
Warner commenced the school with promise of success, and 
maintained, to the end of his teaching, the same interest. His 
experience in school-teaching was of much benefit to this school, 
and his scholarship all that was needed. The district was 
exceedingly fortunate in having so good a teacher. He was 
obliged to leave the school before the time appointed for its 
close, on account of sickness. Miss Annie J. Hammond was 
chosen to finish the term. It not yet being finished, I am una- 
ble to make a longer report, or give the school statistics. 


District No. 5 ( Woodbury ). 


Miss Jessie G. Prescott, teacher. Miss Prescott knows what 
it is to study, and have good lessons; and the same spirit she 
has shown as a scholar she manifests as a teacher. With expe- 
rience, she promises to make an excellent instructor. Much in- 
terest was shown on the part of the scholars; and evidences of 
good, honest work were seen. 

Miss Mary J. Putney came to this school as teacher during the 
winter term. Miss Putney is very sensitive to all the wants of 
her scholars, and labors hard for their improvement. Though 
this school contains many large scholars, yet the government is 
easy. The scholars were diligent, and improvement followed. 


District No. 6 (Paige's Corner). 
Mrs. Rose E. Dinsmore, teacher. Mrs. Dinsmore had taught 
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many terms before coming here, and was enabled to justify her 
recommendations. She maintained good order, and conse- 
quently had a successful school. Mr. HE. Harvey Edmunds was 
employed for the winter term. Mr. Edmunds is an old teacher, 
having taught for many years. With a single exception, the 
school was pleasant. The scholars studied hard, and the disci- 
pline being firm and steady, there was much improvement seen. 
Many of the younger scholars made an uncommonly fine ap- 
pearance in recitations. 
District No. 7 (Stinson). 


Miss Abbie OC. Paige, teacher, during both terms. This is a 
small school, but there is capital material here for scholarship. 
Miss Paige labored hard to give satisfaction, and succeeded. 
The scholars made much improvement, especially the younger 
ones. | 

District No. 8 ( Wheeler). 

Miss Hattie E. Prescott taught here during the summer. 
Her labors were appreciated by your committee. She is a 
good teacher, and deserves a school at any time. Some of the 
scholars responded quickly to all the teacher’s efforts. Miss 
Belle Holmes taught during the winter. There was quite a 
large school in this district during this second term, some 
scholars coming in from Bow. Miss Holmes preserved her good 
reputation as a teacher, and gave satisfaction to the district and 
all concerned. We hope that she may be engaged again in 
this district. | 

District No. 9 (Bailey ). 

Miss Mary J. Putney, teacher, both terms. This was Miss 
Putney’s first teaching in this place. There was no trouble or 
want of attention, either on the part of scholars or teacher, and 
yet the profit of this term might come under the head of doubt- 
ful. This district might very profitably be united with some 
other one. 

District No. 10 (Ray). 


Miss Alice M. Hammond taught here during the summer 
term. The school was very small, there being but seven. But 
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though small they studied hard, and made considerable im- 
provement; her examination at the close of the school was 
good. Miss Ella M. Farrington taught during the winter term. 
Miss Farrington has had some experience in teaching, and 
helped the scholars in all their work. She says in her remarks 
that “the scholars were attentive and diligent.” 


Districr No. 11 (Burnham). 


Miss Mary M. Lufkin, of Goffstown, teacher during the first 
term. Miss Lufkin was a good teacher, and the evidences of 
her instruction could be plainly seen. A very good examination 
was witnessed at the close of the term. 

Miss Clara A. Smith taught during the second term. Miss 
Smith did not quite sustain the reputation she had achieved 
during her former teaching. Perhaps this was owing to the in- 
terruption in attendance, and other causes. No. 11 ought to 
turn out some fine scholars. } 


Mr. William Burnham taught the high school during the fall. 
He commenced the school with a good number; but the num- 
ber, owing to rumors of scarlet fever, gradually diminished, un- 
til there were about twelve or fourteen left. Thisis wrong. If 
our community desire a good high school, they must be willing 
to support one. Mr. Burnham is an excellent scholar; and the 
examination of those who remained showed the thoroughness 
and discipline of his teaching. 

| WM. E. SPEAR, 
Superintendent. 


| Number of Districts. 


OOH COMMANDO CUO BB OO DS NH ES 


a] 
fom] 


10 
11 
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TEACHERS. 


Nettie J. Woodbury, 
Nettie J. Woodbury, 
Emma L. Hammond, 


Natt L. Ryder, 
Amelia. F. White, 
Nellie’ M. White, 
Ella Mills, : 


William Warner, . 


Annie J. Hammond, 


Jessie G. Prescott, 
Mary J. Putney, © 
Rose E. Dinsmore, 


HK. Harvey Edmunds, 


Abbie C. Paige, 
Abbie C. Paige, 


Hattie E. Prescott, 


Belle Holmes, 
Mary J. Putney, 
Mary J. Putney, 


’ Alice M. Hammond, 


Ella M. Farrington 
Mary M. Lufkin, 
Clara A. Smith, 


’ 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 
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7, E 
9 |$20.00 
7 | 24.00 
9 | 26.00 
10 | 40.00 
10 | 16.00 
12 | 16.00 
2 

11 | 12.00 
10 | 14.00 
10 | 23.00 
10 | 30.00 
5 | 20.00 
12 | 25.00 
9 | 20.00 
6 | 18.00 
6 | 18.00 
BY 16.00 
8 | 80.00 
1314} 16.00 


BSS | Whole number of pupils. 


Average attendance. 


i | Instances of tardiness. 


co Bian Instances of dismissal. 
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Number not absent one half 
day. 


| Visits by prudential commit- 
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tee. 


ees | Visits by citizens. 
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